Objective: A group of patients with pulmonary tuberculosis (PT) who received and correctly com¬ pleted antituberculous therapy were studied to determine the incidence and significance of positive acid-fast bacilli (AFB) (CHEST 1996; 109:1562-65) 
The aim ofthis study was to determine the incidence and significance of the appearance of AFB in sputum smears at the end of some most-often-used-correctly completed treatment regimens and the appropriate therapeutic approach.
Materials and Methods

Population
A total of 1,051 patients with bacteriologic diagnosis of PT were treated and followed up between 1988 and 1992. The study group was composed of 453 patients with PT who fulfilled the following criteria: (1) 
